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Chapter 3

Inclusive Growth in India!
Did We Succeed?

Nilanjan Banik
Mahindra University, Hyderabad, India

nilbanik(@gmail.com

Introduction

The present buzzword for India’s development strategy is inclusive
growth, which emphasizes a more equitable distribution of income as well
as building capabilities for attaining better health and education. If popu-
lar press articles are any indication to go by, then most of the recently
published articles on inclusive growth are about the effectiveness of gov-
ernment development programs in reducing poverty (The Hindu 2019)
and whether pursuing economic reforms has any negative fall-out, such as
an increase in income inequality (Oxfam 2020). According to the report
titled Time to Care, published by Oxfam, the richest 1 percent population
in India hold more than four-times the wealth held by 953 million people
who make up the bottom 70 percent of the country’s population.

Income inequality leads to inequality in other fronts — inequality in
terms of access to healthcare, education, sanitation, and participation in
political process. For example, although with improvement in medical
care life expectancy on average has improved in the US between 1990 and
2000, for the poorest group there has been little progress, and for the poor
women life expectancy has actually been declining (Cristia 2009).
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